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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 037953 
ORIGIN COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 EUR-12 ISO-OO EB-08 TRSE-00 /029 R 

DRAFTED BY COM/OED/MEPD/GBURKE/LW 
APPROVED BY EB/OCA/CMAVHALL 
COM/OED/MEPD/LENGLESON 
COM/OED/MEPD/SMCONGER, DIRECTOR 
STATE/AF/W/B KIRKPATRICK (PHONE) 

IBRD/PGONZALES (PHONE) 

STATE/EB/IFD/ODF/PARKER (PHONE) 

COM/OIM/PMICHELLINI (INFO) 

STATE/EUR/WE/JSMIT (INFO) 

STATE/AF/EPS/LUHITE (INFO) 

190022 102006/66 

P 182115Z FEB 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 037953 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BENC, IV 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: TELECOMMUNICATIONS SWITCHING 
CONTRACT 

REF: ABIDJAN 0865 

1 . UNDERSTAND FROM NORTH THAT IBRD HAS RECEIVED ONE PAGE 
SUBMISSION FROM GOIC EXPLAINING CONTRACT AWARD TO FRENCH. 

LETTER. SIGNED ONLY BY MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS, STATES 
THAT GOIC HAS NEGOTIATED CONTRACTS WITH TWO FRENCH 
COMPANIES TO PROVIDE SUITCHING EQUIPMENT FOR 4.4 BILLION 
CFA (17.8 MILLION DOLLARS), A SUM WHICH NORTH STATES IS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 037953 

32 PER CENT HIGHER THAN ITS PRICE. LETTER DOES NOT 
PROVIDE DETAILS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT IBRD RESPONSE, SENT TO 
MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS, ASKS AGAIN FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: UNDERSTAND THAT MEETING PLANNED 
BETWEEN AMBASSADOR AND IBRD VP CHAUFFONNIERE FOR 
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FEBRUARY 23. NORTH HAS ASKED IF CHAUFFONNIERE COULD BE 
ENCOURAGED AT MEETING TO GO DIRECTLY TO MINISTER OF FINANCE 

AND EMPHASIZE BANK'S PREVIOUSLY STATED POSITION THAT 
GOIC'S FAILURE TO PRODUCE DOCUMENTATION THAT IT IS 
COMPLYING WITH IBRD REQUIREMENTS IS PLACING ENTIRE LOAN 
IN JEOPARDY. 

HARTMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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